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General problem: objects of
nature in vecabulary, folklore,
and ethnoegraphic data can not

pe always easily correlated with
ieal objects of nature



e World mythology and folklore: thematic
classification and areal distribution of motifs.
Analytical catalogue. Yu.E. Berezkin, E.N.
Duvakin
(http://MaaLiuthenia.ru/felklore/berezkiny)

. Fleldwork to collect cosmoenymic motifs : the
ergin of celestial objects (201.6-201.8, India,
Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, Rajasthan,
Odisha)

£ QUestiennaire: names ol celestiall eljects
(celestialibeaies, constellatiens, MilkyA\Aay,
IGRRIRG; RINBEW, €16, asiWellras mytns akoeul
Relrergin andieierIiegends asseciated Witi
them



http://www.ruthenia.ru/folklore/berezkin/

Types of folklore plots:

E Stories-taken from Sanskrit texts
E Vernacular . stories




Big aipper
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= SanSKIt motir: SeVen Sages ( Sa /- "SI)

= S0ra (]\/JLJrJJ:'cl Odisha): the weven bed

(“'f alipal); the: manWwne Weaves it and the
J‘Jf WhRo Je S CleSEe te Aim
= GUen (Munda, OdiSha): ' large PIECE OF

/eje) J VIRg al the 19aSE Qi theHiie
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£ Sanskrit motif: celestial Ganges

£ Kullu people: a flock of sheep drven by a
shepherd

E 2 Soras the-tatl ofelhe SKY. WhIChthe
Stars-pulllwhen=they want fain; the
ocorCien = the 0oSsessior:s o Cs's = <
chllaieny = seven broiners aid seven
S(S{efs



Rainbow

£ Sanskrit motif:
God Indra’s bow

= Soera: rice stalksilald eut for threshing
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Meteors (Kullu, Himachal-Pradesh, ~* 2 0 1 6

e (F, ~45 years old, Naggar) Sometimes stars fall to
earth. And we can find them. These are light-green
gulab-jamun-sized beautiful balls, they feel like cotton
wool. They help with ear pain: If such a ball is burned,
crushed and the ashes are put in the ear, then It Stops
Aurting. I’ had them somewhere, but | den't rememiber
Where.

£ (ME; =40 years old, Naggarn) These are net the stars
themselves, these are their excrement, t-/Uir {UWhen a
SNEOLING Star IS SEEN;, We Say. that the Star peeped. And
HEre you can find these excrement. There ane many. ol
themiin the meuntains; IFeliten seethem: TThey are
usually feund eRrtne RARCHES G USHES Gl trees: ey
alie geed ferear pain. The  star must e burmed; mixed
Withrell; coeled; and el then pUIn therear:

£ (F, ~ 65 years old, Chamot) Thisis t- Bt 'k § 0 a




Berezkin-Duvakin catalogue of motifs:

i61A. Milky Way is a belt. Milky Way is the belt of the sky.
i62. Milky Way is a river. Milky Way is a sky river, water body, chain of beings that swim.

i63. Milky Way is a path of tapir. Milky Way is a path of tapir, or tapir is seen in the Milky Way]

i64a. Race along Milky Way. Two different ungulates run a race in the sky. Usually Milky Way is their trace of dust.

i65. Milky Way of the dead. Milky Way is the path over which souls travel to the beyond or a path of the funeral procession.
i66. Ashes on Milky Way. Milky Way is ashes or smoldering coals.

i67. Rhea and Milky Way. Milky Way is a giant rhea.

168. Opening of the sky. On a certain dav, the skv vault opens and the nterior of the sky 1s seen; usually any wish expressed at this moment will be fulfilled.
i69. Star dung. Shining sky objects or atmospheric phenomena are excrements of sky dwellers. >

i70. Water reptile on plants on its back. Trees or reeds grow on the back of a monstrous reptile.

i71. Stars are roots. Stars are roots of the plants which grow in the upper world.

i72. Stars are people. Stars are people, ghosts, anthropomorphic beings (interpretations of unique star objects like Venus or Polaris as persons not considered).
i73. Stars are sparks. Stars (rare: suns and moons) are sparks or burning coals.

i74. Stars are stones. Stars are shining stones, spangles.

i74a. Stars are fire-flies. Stars are fire-flies, glow-worms.



The folklore belief considering meteors to be
excrement of stars is typical not only for northern
India. It is quite common among the peoples of the
world and is found on almost all continents.
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The idea-that-a mythical object that
fell from the sky can-be found on
earth; and,-accoradingly,-Its
correspondence to some realnatural
object, IS also-widespread-i-folk
peliefs:

E the-Shoshoni:of the Great Basin: the
excrement of«stars that fellkto=the
gl gl Rid =S Stshie s mal | S ¢

E o theeESKIMoS ol «St=lawrence dsiand:
the-excrement of starsthat 1s=found
ON tAE-grounch IS Ui Dalls



clhe -nsit al eNaggar, f ¢
Kullu, January 201)
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“Star" is Identified by people in
Kumaon : (Uttarakhand ; )

E. (M., ~80 years:, Almora:) Thisis: t-b-r-b, stat,dung:-o .
\We say s0; but'nobody knows:what exactly it is.
Perhaps:it is dried-bird excrement; They are used-for
makingsmedadicine for eyes

E. (Oifferent, people of the city afPithoragarh):

Ve s omn St aa b-a:lgliien » St@af =0y ;0 St
V€1 N-UF S s 10055 o QoG (K- [U=X, @ +/3/ K9 D) T he-aeCt v
|00ks-like a rolled:=up dhotighat seems-lo fat outof a
Crow's-nest:

< [Fallen statSrare Croppe o by birds 1os e grouna:
Biras-catch onpIcK dne miup and then dicp thern
Therefore-they-are ticundron trees{of DUSHe S, Ret=01
thegirouna:

< iheyhave Nealingproperies



Elements of beliefs vary slightly by region

Common; "star excrement,” found-on:the
ground; used in folkemedicine

Kullu Kumaon
e Used ltestreat-ear-'s £ Used foneye -
paln tfeatmenty|s
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cAnot her:- nshtar o
(Pithoragarh, Uttarakhand, June 201.7)




