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Project on documentation of Kullui

ÅLaunched in 2014 in the Institute of Linguistics, 

Russian Academy of Sciences

ÅMethods - linguistic fieldwork

ÅThe main objective of the project is grammatical 

description of Kullui. 

ÅThree linguistic expeditions to Kullu district ïin 

2014, 2016 and 2017. 



Kullu District (Census 2011)

ÅPopulation: 437 474



Fieldwork research

Kullui ςan Indo-Aryan language of the Himachali Pahari (also known as 
Western Pahari)

ÅExpedition2014
Funding: Fund of Fundamental Linguistic Research, projectнлмп άDocumentation of 
Kullui (Western Pahari)έ

ÅExpedition2016
Funding: Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) Ѕ мс-34-лмлпл ζGrammar 
description and lexicon of Kulluiη

ÅExpedition2017
Funding: Russian Foundation for Basic Research (RFBR) Ѕ мс-34-лмлпл ζGrammar 
description and lexicon of Kulluiη



Main objectives

Linguistic goals
ÅDocumentation of Kullui on the modern linguistic and 

technical level: dictionary, corpus of morphologically glossed 
texts with audio and video recordings 

ÅTheoretical research of the Kullui phonology and grammar

ÅFieldwork research of the Himachali dialectal continuum

ÅDescription of the areal and typological features of the 
Himachali dialectal continuum



Main objectives

Socio-linguistic goals
Å Linguistic situation in the region. Functional domains of the 

languages

ÅGeographical location of the Kullui language

Å Differences between Kullui and neighboring dialects

Å Choosing informants

Å Evaluating the language competence of the speakers

Å Language vitality

Å Variation in Kullui depending on age, gender, social level, education 
and other factors



Naggar Village



Kullu town



Himachali Pahari

üOral speech mostly, no written 

codification

üPoorly described

üClose contacts between different 

idioms of Himachali Pahari

ü Influence of Hindi and English

üA lot of variation



ÅHimachali Pahari group (çHighlandè)

üDialectal continuum in Himachal Pradesh (mostly), also in 

Uttarakhand and Jammu and Kashmir

üFrom 10 to 60 of languages / dialects (according to 

different sources)

üAbout 6 million speakers

ÅKullui

üLocated in Kullu District in Himachal Pradesh

üAbout 100 thousand speakers (according to Ethnologue)

Kullui ïminor Indo-Aryan language of 

Northern India



Functional domains of languages in 

Himachal Pradesh

ÅHindi ïlingua franca of the region, language of school 

education, official organizations, state government, 

language of towns

ÅEnglish ïinterlanguage, language of education in some 

private schools, the second language of official 

organizations, state government. 

ÅLocal languages (Himachali Pahari idioms and some 

others) ïlanguages of the oral communication in the 

villages, languages of folklore tradition (songs, tales, 

legends), some religious practices.

ÅPunjabi, Urdu, Nepali, Dogriïmajor languages of the 

neighbor states and countries, a lot of people in Himachal 

understand and can speak these languages to some extent. 



Language vitality of Kullui



Language vitality of Kullui



Language vitality of Kullui



Language vitality of Kullui

Evaluating of language vitality of Kullui varies according to 

different sources:

üEthnologue

6a ïVigorous

üUNESCO Atlas of the World's Languages in Danger

Definitely endangered

üOur fieldwork analysis of the linguistic situation

Vulnerable



Language endangerment factors

The most common cause of language endangerment  -

dominance of a major language or community in a region:

ÇEconomic

ÇCultural dominance of other language, education 

and literature through the majority or state 

language only

ÇPolitical: lack of recognition or political 

representation

ÇHistorical

ÇAttitudinal



Language endangerment factors

The most important  factors for Himachali Pahari:

ÇEconomic

ÇCultural dominance of Hindi through education 

and literature in the state language only

ÇPolitical: lack of recognition or political 

representation

ÇHistorical

ÇAttitudinal



Why worry about language endangerment?

ÅValue for the linguistic science

ïtypology

ïcomparative historical linguistics

ïproto-language reconstruction

ïclassification of the Indo-Aryan languages

ïareal linguistics

ïlinguistic diversity



Why worry about language endangerment?

ÅKullui ïinteresting typological and areal features

ïphonetic system: valuable for comparative 

historical research and language reconstruction

ïimperative construction

ïmirativity construction

ïnumeral systems

ïword order

ïareal contacts and contact-induced changes



Why worry about language endangerment?

ÅValue for the community

ïlocal identification

ïculture

ïhistory

ïtraditions

ïrituals and beliefs

ïfolklore, songs

ïconnection between generations



Local identity 



Local identity 



Traditional handicrafts and occupations



Languages in the religious practices



Languages in the religious practices



Language maintenance

Steps for maintaining minor languages

ÅGovernment 

ïIntroduction a minor language as a subject at school for small 

children; recognition of the rights of minor languages

ÅEducated native speakers 

ïcreative activities in minor languages 

ïgathering songs, proverbs, fairy tales and folklore

ÅLinguists

ïDictionaries

ïGrammars 

ïTeaching materials

ïLanguage documentation



Two main objectives of the language 

documentation

üScientific research 

ïfor linguists and other scholars

üLanguage maintenance 

ïfor the community of native speakers



Why worry about language endangerment?

ÅWhat linguists can do?

ïDevelop grammar descriptions, dictionaries, 

teaching materials, texts

ïEstablish connection with language activists 

and local authorities

ïMake a minor language more popular, reveal 

its value to the speakers

ïExpose misconceptions about languages, like 

prejudice against bilingualism



Tankri script



Tankri script



Digitalizing of Tankri manuscripts





Dayanand Sharma



Self-revitalization of language



Positive factors for language vitality of 

Kullui
ïMostly rural settlement (326 villages and only 5 towns in Kullu 

district)

ïThere are remote villages, where people contact less with the 
outside world (like migration or tourism)

ïPeople working in agriculture in their own villages use more local 
languages than Hindi in everyday life

ïMany old people do not speak Hindi properly and young 
generation have to learn local languages in order to communicate 
with them

ïPeople often live in big families, together with their grandparents 
and other elderly relatives

ïSome religious practices and local traditions help to maintain local 
languages 

ïThere are language activists among educated people, who 
understand the value of their native language and ready to do 
something for language maintenance and development



Main objectives of language 

documentation

1. Language maintenance (for teaching 

purposes; for popularizing languages)

2. Preservation of linguistic heritage for 

future generations



Language documentation

ÅGrammatical description

ÅDictionary (audio)

ÅText corpus (audio and video)



Soft for language documentation

ÅPraat, Speech Analyzer, Audacity 

ïphonetic analysis

ÅLingvoDoc

ïaudio dictionary with special tools for phonetic analysis and 

comparative research

ÅELAN 

ïwriting down and translation of audio recordings

ÅFieldWorks

ïtext annotation

ïdictionary with grammatical and other important information

ïconcordance



ELAN is used for writing and translation of texts 

with the help of native speakers





LingvoDoc



FieldWorks dictionary



FieldWorks texts


