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Fieldwork research
Kullui ïan Indo-Aryan language of the Himachali Pahari (also 

known as Western Pahari)

Å Expedition 2014

Fund of Fundamental Linguistic Research, project 2014 ñDocumentation of 

Kullui (Western Pahari)ò, supervisor Julia Mazurova

ÅExpedition 2016

Russian State Fund for Scientific Research ˉ 16-34-01040 çGrammar 

description and lexicon of Kulluiè, supervisor Elena Knyazeva



Goals of the research

Linguistic goals

Å Documentation of Kullui on the modern linguistic and 

technical level: dictionary, corpus of morphologically glossed 

texts with audio and video recordings. 

Å Theoretical research of the Kullui phonology and grammar

Å Fieldwork research of the Himachali dialectal continuum

ÅDescription of the areal and typological features of the 

Himachali dialectal continuum



Goals of the research

Socio-linguistic goals

ÅLinguistic situation in the region. Functional domains of the 

languages

ÅGeographical location of the Kullui language

Å Differences between Kullui and neighbor dialects

Å Choosing informants

Å Evaluating of the language knowledge of the speakers

Å Language vitality

Å Variation in Kullui depending on age, gender, social level, 

education and other factors



Linguistic situation in India

üOfficial languages of the Union Government of India

ïHindi and English

üScheduled languages (in States of India)

ï22 languages (Punjabi, Nepali, Dogri, Urdu among 

others)

üMinor and average languages

ïabout 780 languages and dialects belonging to 5 

language families (according to Census)



ÅHimachali Pahari group (çHighlandè)

üDialectal continuum in Himachal Pradesh (mostly), also in 

Uttarakhand and Jammu and Kashmir

üFrom 10 to 60 of languages / dialects (according to 

different sources)

üAbout 6 million speakers

ÅKullui

üLocated in Kullu District in Himachal Pradesh

üAbout 100 thousand speakers (according to Ethnologue)

Kulliu ïminor Indo-Aryan language of 

Northern India



Himachali Pahari

üOral speech mostly, no written 

codification

üPoorly described

üClose contacts between different 

idioms of Himachali Pahari

üSerious influence of Hindi and 

English

üA lot of variation



Himachal Pradesh

Population

Total population 6,864,602

Males 3,481,873

Females 3,382,729

Population density 123 (21 ʤʝʩʪʦ)

Sex ratio 972

Rural population 6,176,050 (90 %)

Urban population 688,552

Literacy rate 83.78%

Male literacy 90.83%

Female literacy 76.60%



ʍʠʤʘʯʘʣ-ʇʨʘʜʝʰ



Kullu District (Census 2011)

ÅPopulation: 437 474
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Naggar Village



Kullu Dusehra



Kullu town



Fieldwork research of Himachali

ÅSocio-linguistic questionnaire 

ïGeneral information; language proficiency ï

20 questionnaires (2014), 40 questionnaires

(2016)

ÅGrammatical questionnaire on isoglosses



Socio-

linguistic 

questionnaire 

2016



Socio-linguistic questionnaire 

ÅBirth place / Place of your permanent residence now

ÅHow many years have you been living here? 

ÅYour native language (mother tongue) 

ÅDo you know any other names of your native language?

ÅWhat languages/dialects do you know and how well?

ÅHow and where did you learn these languages?

ÅInformation about relatives

ÅWhat languages can your children speak well (if you 

have any children; tell their age)?



Materials

Himachal Pradesh:

Questionnaires - speakers from districts 

Mandi, Chamba, Kangra, Sirmaur, Shimla

Kullu District: 

Questionnaires - speakers from tahsils 

Kullu, Manali, Banjar, Sainj, Ani, Nirmand



Himachal 

Pradesh



Kullu 

District



Linguistic situation in Kullu 

district: preliminary results

Kullu district is a classic example of the 

dialectal continuum. The questionnaires 

from the speakers of several tahsils show 

substantial phonetical and grammatical 

differences.



Multilingualism in Kullu District

Lingua franca

Hindi

Local languages of Kullu district

Kullui, Banjari, Sainji, Siraji (é)

Local languages of Himachal Pradesh

Mandeali, Chambeali, Kangri, Sirmauri, Kinauri, Pahari (?) (é)

Languages of neighbor states and countries

Panjabi, Urdu, Nepali, Dogri

Interlanguage 

English



Multilingualism in Kullu District

The most common types of bi- and multilingualism

Å Hindi ïKullui (mostly common in Kullu District)

Å Hindi ïOther local idiom (Banjari, Sainji, Siraji ) 

Å Hindi ïKullui ïMandeali

Å Hindi ïKullui ïEnglish (educated people; those, dealing with 

tourists)

Å Hindi ïEnglish (young generation; pupils of the schools with 

English-medium, to whom parents didnôt speak local languages)



Multilingualism in Kullu District

Less common examples of multilingualism from questionnaires
1. Hindi ïKullui ïMandeali ïEnglish

2. Hindi ïNepali ïEnglish

3. Hindi ïKullui ïEnglish (spoken) ïPunjabi (spoken) ïRussian (spoken)

4. Hindi ïKullui ïEnglish (spoken) ïPunjabi (spoken) ïBihari (spoken) ïNepali (spoken) 

5. Hindi ïKullui ïEnglish (spoken) ïPunjabi (spoken) ïSiraji (spoken) ïKangri (spoken) 

6. Hindi ïMandeali ïEnglish (spoken) ïPunjabi (spoken)

7. Hindi ïKullui ïMandeali ïLahuli ïEnglish

8. Hindi ïSainji ïEnglish ïSanskrit

9. Hindi ïKullui ïSiraji ïMandeali ïHebrew (spoken) ïRussian (spoken)

10. Local ïKullui ïMandeali ïChambeali

11. Pahari ïHindi ïEnglish

12. Siraji ïPahari ïHindi

13. And so oné
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Is there a monolingualism?

The most common types of monolingualism
Å Kullui only (or some other local language)

ï Older generation without (or almost without) school education. Mostly old 

women, sometimes old men working in agriculture.

Å Hindi only

ï People who moved from Hindi-speaking states

ïChildren with whom their parents on purpose spoke only Hindi and didnôt 

teach them local language

Å English only (Hindish)

ï(Rarely) People who came from the Southern India and donôt know Hindi. 

Probably they know some other non Indo-Aryan languages (these cases 

were not included in the research).
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Functional domains of languages

ÅHindi ïlingua franca of the region, language of school 

education, official organizations, state government, 

language of towns

ÅEnglish ïinterlanguage, language of education in 

some private schools, the second language of official 

organizations, state government. 

ÅLocal languages (Himachali Pahari idioms and some 

others) ïlanguages of the oral communication in the 

villages, languages of folklore tradition (songs, tales, 

legends), some religious practices.

ÅPunjabi, Urdu, Nepali, Dogriïmajor languages of the 

neighbor states and countries, a lot of people in 

Himachal understand and can speak these languages 

to some extent. 



Languages in the religious practices

Two most important religious 

practices

üHinduism

üShamanism
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Languages in the religious practices

Two most important religious 

practices

üHinduism ïSanskrit 

üShamanism ïlocal languages



Communication strategies in 

multilingual environment

üSpeaking Hindi

üEveryone speaks his/her own dialect 

and tries to understand the others

üCode switching during the 

conversation



Code switching


